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2019
Major Action Plans and Strategies

Prayer - Study – Action

Prayer

P-#1:
Plan a biennial diocesan/synodical celebration of the Covenant.

             Strategy P-#1.1:  Plan a 2019 Covenant Celebration.
Strategy P-#1.2:  Plan a 2019 Lutheran-Catholic pastor and parish leader dinner.             Strategy P-#1.3:  Publicize Observance events and resources through all available   

                                         ecclesial and public media.
             Strategy P-#1.4:  Participate in the DOY 70th Anniversary Ecumenical Evening Prayer

P-#2:
Pray for unity in observance of significant occasions within the civic community and other religious traditions.

            Encourage joint ecumenical observances on special occasions throughout the 

            year.  Distribute prayer/study resources for the annual Week of Prayer for 
            Christian Unity.
             Strategy P-#2.1:  Post suggestions on the website and send resources to 

                                         pastors/ecumenical contacts.     

             Strategy P-#2.2:  Encourage at least one joint parish/congregation event per year.
             Strategy P-#2.3:  Plan diocesan/synodical events for such occasions when appropriate.

             Strategy P-#2.4:  Publicize all events and report on them when possible.
Study

S-#1    Support mutual initiatives for ongoing education and ministry formation.


Exchange information about significant speakers and formation opportunities.

Strategy S-#1.1:  Distribute the Advent and Lent Resources through regular 

                            synodical and diocesan communications.
             Strategy S-#1.2:  Post past Covenant Celebration learning resources on the Lutheran- 

                                         Catholic Covenant website.
             Strategy S-#1.3:  Invite colleagues from respective traditions to study events. 

             Strategy S-#1.4:  Offer speakers about Christian Unity and our Covenant.
             Strategy S-#1.5:  Encourage partnering parishes/congregations to undertake joint study 
                                         events.

S-#2     Support neighboring congregations and parishes in their Lutheran-Catholic marriage ministries.  Provide resources as needed.
             Strategy S-#2.1:  Complete the review of Ecumenical Marriage: When a Lutheran and  

                                         Catholic Choose to Marry and distribute to pastors.
             Strategy S-#2.2:  Consult with the Diocese of Youngstown Family Life Office about 

                                         ecumenical marriage preparation.

S-#3
Use all available media to promote and support Covenant goals.

            Continue programming for Wineskins and Spotlight.  Effectively utilize our 
            respective web sites to provide Covenant information.
             Strategy S-#3.1:  Tape Spotlight and Wineskins segments for CTNY seasonally or 
                                         topically as appropriate.
             Strategy S-#3.2:  Continue feature stories in the Catholic Exponent, Ecumenical Corner 

                                         and The Lutheran and local secular media outlets.
             Strategy S-#3.3:  Prepare news about Covenant programs for diocesan/synodical 

                                         newsletters, websites, and press releases.
             Strategy S-#3.4:  Update and promote the new Lutheran-Catholic website: 

                                         www.lccovenant.weebly.com  and Facebook Page:

                                         www.facebook.com/Lutheran-Catholic-Covenant-  169767929709568/
Action

A-#1
 Sustain neighboring congregations already doing common ministry and urge other congregations to do the same.

             Partner in disaster relief, summer camps, summer Bible schools, day care, food 

             pantries, soup kitchens, etc.  

               Strategy A-#1.1:  Promote God’s Work. Our Hands Sunday and other ecumenical service                                      
                                           days.
              Strategy A-#1.2:  Support existing collaborative service outreach among local parishes     

                                           and congregations.
              Strategy A-#1.3:  Work with the Diocese of Youngstown Social Action Office and 

                                        Lutheran Social Services to advocate for more outreach by local   

                                           parishes and congregations to neighbors in need.                                    
A-#2
Encourage youth and young adult ministry collaboration.
            Promote collaboration focused on learning, service, and fellowship between 

            respective diocesan and synodical offices. 

             Strategy A-#2.1:   Encourage joint participation in diocesan and synodical events.       
             Strategy A-#2.2:  Facilitate communication between the Diocesan Director of Youth 

                                   and Young Adult Ministry and the Synod Liaison for Youth.            

A-#3
Strengthen collaborative social service ministry to Hispanic migrant and permanent worker communities.

              Strategy A-#3.1:  Review at Commission meetings diocesan and synodical               

                                          partnerships between cognate agencies.

             Strategy A-#3.2:  Promote ministry for migrants and immigrants, especially Hispanics.

             Strategy A-#3.3:  Consult as needed with leaders of local migrant and immigrant 

                                          communities and with the Diocesan Director of Hispanic Ministry 

                                          about ecumenical initiatives to support them.
             Strategy A-#3.4:  Coordinate when possible diocesan and synodical health ministries. 
             Strategy A-#3.5:  Advocate for and educate about comprehensive immigration reform.                                              
A#4
Exchange observers and greetings at diocesan and synodical assemblies.

Strategy A-#4.1:  Continue an annual meeting with the Bishops.
Strategy A-#4.2:  Assure representation at major diocesan and synodical events.

Strategy A-#4.3:  Invite Bishops to speak at select Lutheran and Catholic events.

A-#5
Strengthen the network of ecumenical contacts.

              Strategy A-#5.1:  Update the ecumenical contacts list. 
             Strategy A-#5.2:  Maintain regular communication with contacts about Covenant news.                       
             Strategy A-#5.3:  Invite contacts to Covenant events and to Commission meetings.
             Strategy A-#5.4:  Support the work of the NEO Synod Ecumenical Committee and the 

                                          Diocesan Ecumenical Officer.
A-#6
Foster Lutheran-Catholic friendships with interfaith neighbors. 

             Strategy A-#6.1:  Recommend the Bishops’ Statement on Religious Tolerance in  

                                          These Days of Ramadan (August 2011) as a preaching resource for 
                                          the 9/11 Anniversary and other appropriate civic occasions.
             Strategy A-#6.2:  Consider joint events for interfaith dialogue. 
             Strategy A-#6.3:  Engage in conversations with interfaith neighbors.

             Strategy A-#6.4:  Issue press releases when appropriate on interfaith issues.                                   
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